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UK Methane announce plans for fracking in 
Somerset 

Submitted brton Fri, 21/12/2012-18:12 



UK Methane will shortly be applying for planning 
permission to drill for shale gas using hydraulic fracturing 
in Somerset. They have withdrawn a planning application 
[http://isharemaps.bathnes.gov.uk/projects/bathnes 
/ developmentcontrol 

/default.aspx?requesttype=parsetemplate& 
template=DevelopmentControlApplication.tmplt& 
basepage=default.aspx&Filter= A REFVAL A =%27i2/04304 
/FUL%27&SearchLayer=DCApplications& 

SearchField=refval&SearchV alue=12/04304/FUL& 
backurl=http%3A%2F 

%2Fisharemaps.bathnes.gov.uk%2Fprojects%2Fbathnes% 

2Fdevelopmentcontrol 

%2F%3Fpageno%3Di%26pagerecs%3Dio%26maxrecords 
%3Dioo%2 6template %3 D DevelopmentControlSearchSpec 
ialInterest.tmplt%26requestType%3DparseTemplate%26u 
sesearch%3Dtrue%26order%3DDATEAPRECV%253ADES 



CENDING% 26 SPECIALINTEREST% 253 ASRCH% 3 Di] to 

carry out exploratory drilling for Coal Bed Methane at the 
Hicks Gate roundabout in Keynsham. 

Over 700 people had submitted individual objections to the 
planning application for Coal Bed Methane to Bath and 
North East Somerset Council. Keynsham Town Council, 
Compton Dando Parish Council and the Ecology 
department had also submitted objections. 

In an email to Bath & North East Somerset Council 

[http://idox.bathnes.gov.uk/WAM/doc/Correspondence- 
644946. pdf?extension=.pdf&id=6449468: 
location=VOLUME2&contentType=application/pdf& 
pageCount=i], UK Methane said: 

“Given recent communications from DECC we have 
decided to formally withdraw this planning application 
(ref: P/12/718/FUL) for exploration and re-submit a new 
application early in the new year for production which 
will include shale gas....we will apply for a full production 
permission. Central government...has recently lifted the 
moratorium on fracking. ” 

Anne Watts from Frack Free Somerset 

[http://www.frackfreesomerset.org] said: “We don't want 
our water to be polluted. Once fracking takes place 
contamination of land and water is inevitable. You cannot 
do it safely. Communities everywhere are resisting this 
toxic industry.” 

Hydraulic fracturing is a method of extracting gas in shale 
rock. Huge amounts of water mixed with toxic chemicals 
are forced into the ground at high pressure, a large 
proportion of which are never recovered. In the United 
States numerous spills of these fluids have contaminated 
irrigation water, affecting food supplies, and the health of 
surrounding communities [http://static.ewg.org/reports 


/20ii/fracking/cracks_in_the_facade.pdf] . A 2011 study 
by Duke University [http://www.nicholas.duke.edu 
/cgc/pnas20ii.pdf] correlated gas in water in areas close to 
fracking sites. 

UK Methane own EDL [http://og.decc.gov.uk/en/olgs 
/cms/licences/licence_data/recent__licence 
/recent_licence.aspx] (Petroleum Exploration and 
Development License) licenses for an area covering 
Keynsham, Midsomer Norton, Peasedown and Chew 
Magna. Another company, Reservoir Resources own EDL 
225 [https://www.og.decc.gov.uk/information 
/licence_reports/databycompanyandblock.html], covering 
Wells, Shepton Mallet and Bruton. This area also includes a 
large number of villages, farms and water catchments for 
several areas, including the city of Bristol and water for 
areas in the Mendip such as Glastonbury & Street. 

This is the second Coal Bed Methane application in the UK 
to have failed this year. Outrage from the local community 
stopped plans for Coal Bed Methane drilling in South 
Lanarkshire, [https://www.og.decc.gov.uk/information 
/licence_reports/databycompanyandblock.htmlhttp: 
//www.acadvertiser.co.uk/lanarkshire-news/local- 
news/monklands-news/2012/03/21/company-pulls-the- 
plug-on-gas-drilling-application-65864-30581704/] Dart 
Energy have applied for planning permission for full-scale 
Coal Bed Methane production in Airth [http://frack- 
off.org.uk/frack-attack-application-for-britains-first- 
unconventional-gas-development/] . This is also resisted 
by the local community. 
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The Big Rig Revolt in Bath 


Submitted brt on Sun, 16/12/2012 - 20:14 



The Big Rig Revolt — Getting ‘Fracktious’ in Bath 

Saturday 1st of December and all over the country ordinary 
people joined together to show their resistance to the threat 
of extreme energy. 

Frack Free Somerset [http://www.frackfreesomerset.org] 
and Bristol Rising Tide hit the streets of Bath, dressed once 
more as ‘Frack the World Inc.’. 20 people met at 
Kingsmead Square, built a mini-fracking rig and performed 
street theatre, made some noise and talked to people to 
raise awareness of the this mad dash for gas. 

UK Methane recently applied for planning permission 

[http: //www.frackfreesomerset.org/ what-you-can- 
do/keynsham-action-alert/] to conduct exploratory drilling 
for Coal Bed Methane (CBM) in Keynsham, near Bath. Coal 
Bed Methane has been linked to water contamination in 
Australia and the US. Drilling for CBM often involves 




hydraulic fracturing 
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"Frack The World Inc.” visit Bath 


Submitted brt on Sun, 16/12/2012 -19:53 


















In response to UK Methane's planning application 

[http:// www.frackfreesomerset.org/what-you-can- 
do/keynsham-action-alert/planningobjections/] to conduct 
exploratory drilling for Coal Bed Methane in Keynsham, 
Bristol Rising Tide and Frack Free Somerset 
[http://www.frackfreesomerset.org/] took to the streets of 
Bath on Nov loth with a street theatre performance. 

This consisted of a mock fracking rig and campaigners in 
character as "Frack the Word Inc.", proclaiming the 
drinking water to be safe, while pouring toxic chemicals 
into it via a tube. Although the water did not contain any 
actual harmful chemicals, no-one who was offered a cup 
accepted it. 

For information on how to object to UK Methane’s 
planning application, read Frack Free Somerset’s 
[http://www.frackfreesomerset.org/what-you-can- 
do/keynsham-action-alert/] briefing. 

Coal Bed Methane [http://www.energyjustice.net 
/naturalgas/cbm] (CBM) is methane (natural gas) 






trapped in coal seams underground. To extract the gas, the 
basic method is to drill into the coal seam. Then, if the 
seam is permeable enough, pumping water out of the seam 
will be enough to start gas flowing from the well. If not, it is 
often also necessary to frack the seam to extract the gas. 



An even more extreme technique called cavitation 
[http://www.ogj.com/articles/print/volume-97/issue- 
17/in-this-issue/general-interest/coalbed-methane- 
production-shows-wide-range-of-variability.html] can be 
used, which involves pumping water and air or foam into 
the well at a very high pressure, before suddenly releasing 
the pressure (sometimes likened to opening a shaken fizzy 
drink). This causes gas, water, coal and rock fragments to 
explode out of the well. Cavitation can be repeated dozens 
of times, resulting in an enlargement of the well bore by as 
much as 16 feet in diameter in the coal seam, as well as 
producing fractures that extend from the well bore. Even if 



it isn’t necessary at first, wells are often cavitated later on 
once the gas that is easier to get at runs out. 

CBM has been widely developed in the United States and 
Australia, where it is known as Coal Seam Gas. There is 
planning permission for around 60 CBM wells 
[http://frack-off.org.uk/bad-guys/locations/] in the UK. 
Dart Energy recently submitted planning applications to 
Falkirk and Stirling County Councils for the first CBM 
production wells in the UK. 

Extracting Coal Bed Methane can cause water 
contamination. If hydraulic fracturing is used, this can 
contaminate the groundwater. The process uses huge 
amounts of water mixed with toxic chemicals 
[http: //static, ewg. org/reports/2011/fracking 
/cracks_in_the_facade.pdf], a large fraction of which are 
never recovered. 

However, even if the CBM well is not fracked, problems 
with water contamination can still occur. CBM almost 
always involves pumping huge quantities of water out of 
the coal seam - this is water that has been marinading in 
coal for thousands of years, and can contain a wide variety 
of toxic contaminants. The cost to treat and dispose of the 
produced water can be a critical factor in the viability of a 
coal bed methane project, producing a strong economic 
incentive to cut corners and dump water illegally. Dart 
Energy, who have applied for planning permission to drill 
22 CBM production wells in Airth, Scotland, plan to dump 
all their produced water from these sites into the Firth of 
Forth via an outfall pipe, after minimal treatment. 



Coal Bed Methane wells could leak. Both Duke 
University [http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2011/05 
/02/noo682io8.full.pdf+html?sid=bdei632i-ei69-437d- 
a59c-798e7f65C479] and the US Environmental Protection 
Agency [http://www.bl00mberg.com/news/2011-12-08 
/gas-fracking-chemicals-detected-in-wyoming-aquifer-epa- 
says.html] have correlated gas in water with proximity to 
fracking sites. CBM exploration requires a very large 
number of wells to be drilled. These wells can never be 
removed, and the steel and concrete structures plunged 
deep into the earth will decay slowly over time. All gas wells 
will leak eventually. As coal seams tend to be closer to the 
surface than shale gas reserves, the chances of methane 
leaking are much higher. 

Very large numbers of wells need to be drilled to 
extract Coal Bed Methane. In Queensland, Australia, 
over 3,000 wells have been drilled with projections of 





















40,000 to come. If CBM goes into full production here, 
there will be thousands of wells across the UK. 
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Dawn Blockade shuts Hinkley Point for 5 
hours 

Submitted brton Fri, 23/11/2012 - 01:00 



At 6am on 23 November, 10 protestors from south West 

Against Nuclear 

[http://southwestagainstnuclear.wordpress.com] and 
Bristol Rising Tide blockaded access to EDF energy’s 
nuclear sites at Hinkley Point, preventing the morning shift 



from starting work. 4 people in arm locks formed a barrier 
across the main access road at Wick Moor Drove in a bid to 
prevent further ground clearance work at the planned 
Hinkley C site and to protest at EDF’s plan to extend the 
life of aging reactors at the Hinkley B station. 

Sitting beneath a banner saying 'Nuclear Power - not 
worth the risk', Bristol tree-surgeon Zoe Smith said: “We 
want the destruction of land at the proposed Hinkley C 
site to stop. EDF still don’t have planning permission for 
the new nuclear plant, the governments energy policy is in 
tatters. With Centrica pulling out and the long awaited 
Electricity Reform Act delayed, there is not even enough 
investment to finish the project. If the tories fix the 
electricity price for nuclear so that the project can go 
ahead it will leave a radioactive waste dump here for 
hundreds of years.” 

The early morning blockade caused long tailbacks for 
scores of workers contracted in to perform maintenance 
work on the the existing reactors at Hinkley B. EDF have 
signalled their intention to re-licence the reactor again in 
2016. 

Bridgwater mum Nikki Clark from South West Against 
Nuclear [http://southwestagainstnuclear.wordpress.com] 
said: 

“Not only do we not need new nuclear, we certainly don’t 
need to extend the life of the existing reactors even further. 
Just this year alone reactor no 4 in the B station has 
scrammed at least three times. EDF like to call these 
emergency shutdowns ‘unplanned outages’but this 
deliberately conceals the fact that these ageing reactors 
are now in a dangerous condition. In 2008 the regulators 
threatened British Energy with closure of the site. The 
reactors do not have any fewer cracks in the graphite core 
now than they did then. Do we have to have our own 


Fukushima here in Somerset before we abandon this 
insanity and embrace a renewables revolution in the UK?” 



Stop Hinkley spokesperson Theo Simon said: 

“We support this protest. New nuclear is dead in the 
water. We need public investment in a renewables 
revolution which could create a million climate jobs and 
cut energy bills through a programme of home insulation 
and energy-efficiency. With it’s massive marine energy 
resource, West Somerset is perfectly placed to lead the 
way in renewables, but EDF’s plans would turn it into a 
toxic waste dump for our grandchildren.” 
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Activists attend Shell London Lecture Series 
at Burlington House 

Submitted Anonymous on Fri, 16/11/2012 - 22:17 

Activists attend Shell London Lecture Series at Burlington 
HouseThree Rising Tide activists attended the Shell 


London 

Lecture Series at Burlington House, Piccadilly, 2012. Bruce 
Levell, the 

Vice President of Emerging Technologies, delivered a 
lecture on the 

Geological Aspects of Renewable Energy. 

None of us had been to Burlington House before and the 
opportunity for 

the action came about very last minute. So we were a bit 
nervous 

whether we'd pull it off. Two of us planned to get on the 
stage 

holding a banner while the third activist would take a 
photo. But we 

didn't know how big the auditorium or stage was. And we 
weren't sure 

whether we would be searched risking the banner being 
found. But off 

we went. It turns out the venue is very small. The 
auditorium probably 

does not have more than 20 rows and the first few are not 
elevated. 

The stage is very small and probably would not fit more 
than 3 or 4 

people. There was also no visible security and we walked in 

without 

any trouble. 

The audience was a mixed bunch. Several older people and 
some young 

ones with pound signs in their eyes. Like the guy who sat 
next to me 

sporting the posh preppy look. 

The talk started promptly at 6. The director of the 
Geological Society 



thanked Shell for making the lecture series happen. You 
could almost 

see the greenwash dripping from his mouth as he spoke. As 
soon as 

Bruce Levell came on stage, two of us promptly got up and 
unfurled a 

banner on the impact of Shell's tar sands exploration on 
indigenous 

people. The banner said, “"Shell Tar Sands = 55 years First 
Nations 

Treaty Violations". 

There was a hush and some sighs. The stage was so small 
that the 

banner completely covered Bruce. Then, as expected, 
security 

materialized and took the two protesters away. 
Unfortunately due to 

the size of the banner (too big), and the position of the 
photographer 

activist (too close), the photo could not capture the banner 

in its 

entirety. 

The third activist stayed for 10 more minutes before 
leaving. In that 

10 minutes, Bruce made a passing reference to tar sands 
and pointed to 

the space where the protesters were. We had 
communicated our message 

and had made it known we are here and we will be back 
again and again. 

Plus, we also now know what the Burlington House venue 
is like and can 

target more of Shell's greenwashing 
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The Big Rig Revolt - Sat 1st Dec 

Submitted brt on Tue, 13/11/2012-01:23 



dark 


cloud is gathering. The threat of unconventional gas 
development hangs over us all. With almost too test wells 
permitted and the first production development 
threatening Scotland, the government’s dash for gas 
depends on the creeping sell off of the British Isles. 

This cabal of opportunistic extraction companies, 
government mandarins and political jokes think they are 
getting away with it. They are so FRACKING wrong. 

On Dec 1st there will be a nationwide simultaneous 
show of resistance. 

Communities threatened by fracking for shale gas, Coal 
Bed Methane [http://frack-off.org.uk/coal-bed-methane- 
the-evil-twin-of-shale-gas/] and Underground Coal 
Gasification [http://frack-off.org.uk/underground-coal- 
gasification-hellfire-and-damnation/] are uniting to stop 
these dangerous new forms of gas extraction. 


Join Frack Free Somerset 







[http://www.frackfreesomerset.org/], Safe Energy Wales 
[http://www.facebook.com/FrackedSwansea], Ribble 
Estuary Against Fracking [http://www.reaf.org.uk], 

Residents Action on Fylde Fracking 

[http://stopfyldefracking.org.uk/], Sussex Extreme Energy 
Resistance & the Campaign Against Climate Change 

[http://www.campaigncc.org/getfracktious] on December 
1 st and REVOLT! 

An up-to-date list of all those taking action on Dec 1st can 
be found here [http://frack-off.org.uk/actions/] . 

Find your nearest group here [http://frack-off.org.uk 
/local-group-specific-pages/]. Don’t have a group near 
you? Then get together with your friends or family and 
stand in solidarity with those immediately threatened by 
unconventional gas development. See the map below for 
action taking place on ist December. 

Need some inspiration? Watch this video 
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CnQMP_5joOo] to 
get some ideas on how to make your own DIY drilling rig! 


Build Your Own Drill Rig! - The Big Rig Rev... 


► 



[http://www.youtube.com/embed/CnQMP_5joOo] 

On Dec 1st the message will be clear: 
unconventional gas development has no place in 
our energy future. 

P.S! If you decide to join The Big Rig Revolt and would like 
Frack Off [http://frack-off.org.uk] to publicise your action, 
please email info@frack-off.org [mailto:info@frack-off.org] 
with the time, location and any other details you’d like 
them to share. 
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No Dash for Gas power station occupation 
enters fifth day 

Submitted brt on Fri, 02/11/2012 - 20:11 

o 10,000 tonnes of C 02 emissions prevented 
o Two further arrests 
o Rope set up between chimneys 
o Eight more coming down today 



At 7am this morning the campaigners from No Dash for 
Gas [http://www.nodashforgas.org.uk/] occupying the 
flues of two chimneys at West Burton power station (1) 
announced that their occupation had prevented 10,000 
tonnes of CO2 emissions (2) since it began early on 
Monday morning (3). The announcement comes after two 
more arrests took place yesterday following a successful 
attempt by the activists to string a rope between the 300ft 
high chimneys and traverse the loometer gap between 
them on the rope. 


At 10am this morning 8 more of the activists came down 
from the chimneys, leaving more supplies for the 6 who 
will remain. Two people have now crossed the rope line 
from chimney 1 to chimney 2 and from then on there will 
be a single camp on that chimney, which was the only one 
that was operational when the protesters arrived. 

Ewa, one of the campaigners occupying the chimney, said: 
"Watching the others move down the rope into the void 
between the chimneys was terrifying, even though I knew 
it was safe it still made me feel a bit sick. But then, when 








we did the maths this morning and realized what an 
environmental impact we’re making. It suddenly hits 
home just how important radical action like this can be. 
Hurricane Sandy is being directly linked to climate 
change, which is directly linked to the amount of fossil 
fuels, like gas, that we burn. Being up here in light of the 
damage we’re seeing from the hurricane feels like the most 
responsible thing we could be doing." 

No Dash for Gas have invited EDF to discuss the 
occupation with them via Twitter. EDF have not 
responded to this invitation. 

Campaigner Anneka, also occupying the chimney, said the 
following: 

"Unlike government ministers, No Dash for Gas will not 
have discussions with EDF behind closed doors. If they 
want to talk with us they need to do it in a transparent 
and open way. The dash for gas is a direct result of 
intense lobbying by the Big Six energy companies; and 
given that gas is such an expensive and volatile 
commodity, their influence over politicians is going have a 
huge impact on the poorest people in this country 
currently living in fuel poverty." 

Find out more at www.nodashforgas.org.uk 

[http://www.nodashforgas.org.uk/]. Follow 
@nodashforgas on Twitter. Like 'No Dash for Gas' on 
Facebook. 

Notes 

l. West Burton gas power station is a i, 300MW 
Combined Cycle Gas Turbine (CCGT) plant, currently 
under construction in Nottinghamshire. It is 
comprised of three turbine houses and chimneys, 
labelled Units l, 2 and 3. Unit 2 is complete and is 


operating at almost full capacity. Units l and 3 are 
further behind, with Unit 1 closer to completion than 
3. When complete, the new CCGT plant will emit 
approximately 4.5 million tonnes CO2 per year when 
operating at full capacity. This is more than the 
annual emissions of Paraguay 
[http://www.guardian.co.uk/ environment/datablog 
/20i2/jun/2i/world-carbon-emissions-league-table- 
country] . 

2. According to the government, Combined Cycle Gas 
Turbine plants like this emit 353g of CO2 per kilowatt 
hour [http://www.decc.gov.uk/assets/decc/11 
/policy-legislation/emr/2i79-eps-impact- 
assessment-emr-wp.pdf]. This plant had been 
generating 280 megawatts 

[http: / / www. guardian, co .uk/ environment/2012/oct 
/30/no-dash-for-gas-occupy] -353g per hour for a 
day is 8.47 kg a day (353 x 24 = 8470g) and 8.47 x 
280,000 is 2371 tonnes a day. That’s the same as 
energy that an average home uses for 182 years, or 
taking 465 cars off the road for a year. A driver would 
have to drive their car non-stop, night and day, for 
ten and a half years [http://www.yousustain.com 
/footprint/howmuchco2?co2=237i+tons] to emit 
that much. 

3. The night-time incursion was launched at 2am when 
the raiders got through the security fence. Under 
cover of darkness fifteen of them crossed the expanse 
to the chimneys then split into two groups and began 
the 300ft climb to the top. They are now building 
barricades to defend their positions. They have 
enough supplies with them to last at least a week and 
say they’re in it for the long haul. The plant was shut 
down shortly after the campaigners began the ascent. 
A further team remained on the ground to liaise with 
the plant’s managers. Before launching the protest 


they engaged in extensive consultation with an expert 
engineer and each underwent intensive safety 
training. 

Facts and figures on the dash for gas (referenced 

on www.nodashforgas.org.uk 

[http://www.nodashforgas.org.uk/] ) 

o Energy and Climate Change Secretary, Ed Davey, has 
called for 20GW of gas power stations to be built by 
2030, approximately 20 new power stations, 
o He has also guaranteed that gas power stations that 
already have planning consent can, if built, continue 
emitting CO2 unabated until 2045, i.e. their full life¬ 
span, by exempting them from emissions regulations, 
[i] There is currently 13 GW of gas that has either 
recently been completed, is in construction, or has 
been granted planning consent, 
o Lord Turner, in his former role as Chair of the 
Committee on Climate Change, wrote to the Energy 
Secretary to warn this would lead to “the risk that 
there will be too much gas-fired generation instead of 
low carbon investment” and that the policy could take 
emissions "beyond the limits implied by carbon 
budgets." 

o Last week, EDF hiked their energy prices by 10.8%, 
the highest of any of the big six energy companies so 
far this winter. 

o Recent polling by YouGov found that 55% of people 
want more windfarms, compared to just 17% who 
want more gas power stations, 
o An ICM poll found that more than two-thirds of 
people would rather have a wind turbine than a shale 
gas well near their home, 
o The Offshore Wind Valuation Group found that 
harnessing just 29% of the practical offshore 
renewable resource by 2050 would generate the 


electricity equivalent of l billion barrels of oil 
annually, matching North Sea oil and gas production 
and making Britain a net electricity exporter. 
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Site of proposed Hinkley Point "C" Nuclear 
Plant reclaimed by Mass Trespass. 

Submitted Irt2 on Thu, 25/10/2012 - 19:49 

Activists from Bristol, Plymouth and London Rising Tide joined others 
from the Stop New Nuclear Alliance in a mass trespass at 
Somerset's Hinkley Point nuclear power station on 8th October. 6 
people were arrested. 

On the night of 4th October a score of people squatted 
a field right next to Hinkley Point nuclear power 
station to set up an Action Camp for 4 days of protests. 
A giant wooden frame barn structure was erected with 
a corrugated iron roof together with the usual compost 
toilet and kitchen. The next day, Police blockaded the 
road and drove into a truck transporting portable 
toilets creating a mess all round! The truck driver was 
mysteriously arrested. On Saturday a march and rally 
in Bridgewater was attended by hundreds from all over 
the UK, with visitors from France, Germany and 
Austria, followed by the almost traditional anti-nuclear 
"die-in" at the front gates of Hinkley A & B. 

Sunday was spent training and plotting and the 
skillfully erected Rising Tide bungalow tent proved 
invaluable as a workshop and meeting space, Action 
and Legal Support and crash space for the 20 or so 
more who turned up after dark. 


From before dawn on Monday 8th October, over 50 
people stormed the site earmarked for two new mega 
nuclear reactors, aiming to highlight the huge 
environmental and financial costs of the government's 
bid to build the first of 8 new nuclear power stations in 
the UK. The protest also highlighted the huge amounts 
of highly toxic radioactive waste that will be stored on 
site for over 100 years if the new EPR reactors are built 
by the french energy giant EDF. 


The fence was cut in several places, in some, from top 
to bottom but many had already scaled the 7 foot 
perimeter fence and dodged under barbed wire, 
including a man from Wales in his eighties! Over a 
hundred fanned out around the 5-mile long fence while 
others held banners and placards outside the main 
security gate. A 14-foot banner reading, “Nuclear 
disaster zone. Boycott EDF” was hung across the gate. 
The South West coast path, closed by EDF was also 
reclaimed. By half past ten EDF had issued a Press 
Release stating something like...we are facilitating 
peaceful protest and will let the protesters have their 
day (Rising Tide Translation= "We've given up trying 
to stop them as there are so many running around 
inside we can't cope, plus the fence has been cut so 
many times its now a series of gates"). A man was 
attacked at the fence by Police and taken to Hospital by 
ambulance with a suspected broken arm after the cops 
wouldn't open the road block for our transport. 


At 11am a total of 577 seed balls were thrown 



over (and through holes in) the fence onto the 
construction area in a symbolic attempt to 
repair the damage already caused to the 
flattened land. The seed balls represented the 
number of days since the Fukushima nuclear 
disaster in Japan began (which is still 
developing). After that the mood became 
relaxed and celebratory. “This is a major victory 
for the anti-nuclear movement,” said Camilla 
Berens, spokesperson for the Stop New Nuclear 
Alliance; "we have been forced to raise the 
game. We have successfully blockaded the main 
entrance to Hinkley Point on two occasion in 
the last year and now we have accomplished a 
mass trespass (to reclaim the land). Our 
message today is that we will continue to raise 
the game”. She continued: “The government’s 
new nuclear policy is on its knees. Investors are 
pulling out left right and centre. Even EDF 
Energy is looking for new partners to fund the 
Hinkley C project. It’s time to bin nuclear for 
good and look at countries like Germany that 
are creating an energy future that is safe, 
affordable and nuclear-free." 

Theo Simon, a member of popular festival beat- 
combo, Seize the Day, said the arrests proved 
EDF's claim that they permitted the trespass to 
take place to be incorrect. “The failure by EDF’s 
security, G4S, to prevent us from getting onto 



the site raises serious questions for the future 
protection of this development should EDF 
Energy get the go-ahead. Of course, G4S is well 
acquainted with failure, so perhaps they are now 
embedding it into their business strategy.”. 


By mid-afternoon the successful action was over 
and the cops liaison officer asked "how many 
are still on the Camp and when will you be 
going". The response was "alot and when we're 
finished". Despite heavy and prolonged rain on 
Tuesday the camp was cleared and the barn 
removed but we will continue to support 
the Stop New Nuclear Alliance oppose new 
nuclear build and present nuclear operating 
extensions. This is not the end. 


Further photographs of the trespass are 
available at the Stop New Nuclear 
website: http://stopnewnuclear.org.uk 
/reclaimhinkley/photos . 
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Trespass at Hinkley Point 

Submitted rtl on Tue, 09/10/2012 - 21:50 




More than 200 actvitists 
squatted a field next to Hinkley Point nuclear power station 
for three days of protests. On Monday 8th October, 50 
people stormed the site earmarked for two new mega 
nuclear reactors. The protest aimed to highlight the huge 
environmental and financial costs of the government's bid 
to build 8 new nuclear power stations in the UK. More 
information and photos (thanks to Gary Austin) to follow. 



Video - Mass Tresspass [http://www.youtube.com 
/watch?v=AxiJf35oWHA&feature=channel&list=UL] 
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TUC Demo - Climate Bloc 

Submitted rtl on Sun, 30/09/2012 - 15:05 

London Rising Tide will be joining the Climate Bloc at the 
TUC March on Saturday 20 October. This is the statement 
we will be marching under... 

We are people from many different environmental 
campaigns. We are joining the TUC march on 20 October 
to be part of a huge popular challenge to austerity and the 
misery and hopelessness it is creating. We will march 
together on the 20th to raise the crucial question of 
tackling climate change and reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions as part of a future that works. Dealing with these 
issues together is possible, necessary and desirable. The 
climate is changing dramatically, and we are already seeing 
huge impacts on food prices and energy costs. 


We don’t have to choose between the climate and the 
economy. The climate crisis and the economic crisis have 
the same root causes, in an economy rigged in favour of the 
richest 1 %. More and more people are calling for 
investment in jobs which reduce emissions - for example, 
in renewable energy, public transport, and insulating our 
homes, which would make a vital start in tackling both 
climate change and unemployment. We also need to talk 
about what kind of work we need for a cleaner, fairer 
future. 

We are against austerity, and for climate justice. Join us on 
the demonstration. 

Meet liam at St Paul’s to assemble before joining 
the march. 

Join the demonstration: http://afuturethatworks.org 

Support the Climate Bloc: 

http: //climatebloc. wordpress. com / 
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risingtide.org.uk 



Rising Tide is a grassroots international 
network of groups and individuals who 
take direct action to confront the root 
causes of climate change and to promote 
local, community-based solutions to the 

climate crisis. 


Rising Tide UK, 62 Fieldgate Street, London, El 1ES 

Tel: +44 (0)7708 794665 

Follow @risingtide_uk on Twitter 

Find us on Facebook.com/risingclimate 
info@risingtide.org.uk 
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